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Republic of Macedonia

Broadcasting Council 

General, technical, production, program and other terms to grant a broadcasting license – television on national coverage using terrestrial emitters
Skopje, April 2013 
In accordance with the article 43 of the Broadcasting law (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 100/05, 19/07, 103/08, 152/08, 06/10, 145/10, 97/11 and 13/12), Broadcasting Council announce a bid for broadcasting under next general, technical, production, program and other terms: 
1. GENERAL TERMS
Broadcasting activities can perform a broadcaster with the granted license for performing of broadcasting activities under the terms and the way in accordance with the Broadcasting Law  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 100/05, 19/07, 103/08, 152/08, 06/10, 145/10, 97/11 and 13/12), Electronic Communication Law  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 13/05, 14/07, 55/07, 98/08, 83/10 and 59/12), bylaws brought based on Laws, other laws of Republic of Macedonia  general, technical, production, program and other terms settled in the License and Annexes of the License. 
According to the article 43 of the Broadcasting Law, Broadcasting Council announces a bid for broadcasting. Incumbents have to fulfill the terms from articles 49, 50 and 51 from the Broadcasting Law, as well as the terms from the Electronic Communication Law, bylaws brought based on Laws, other laws of Republic of Macedonia  
The license will be issued for broadcasting of television program service with national coverage, which will be transmitted through terrestrial transmitters with analog modulation.

Incumbents granted with the License for performing of broadcasting activities have to start with activities within 12 months period of time, which is a period settled with License, and to fulfill all terms and demands from the bid documentation, to whom they have obligated in the Application.
After period for starting of activities expire settled in the License, Broadcasting Council will check if the owner of the license has fulfill all terms and demands. If there is a note that obligations are not fulfill, Council will withdraw the License. 
2.  TECHNICAL-PRODUCTION TERMS
Technical-production terms are settled in accordance with the Broadcasting Law (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 100/05, 19/07, 103/08, 152/08, 6/10, 145/10, 97/11 and 13/12), Electronic Communication Law  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 13/05, 14/07, 55/07, 98/08, 83/10 ,59/12123/12 and 23/13), Rulebook for the basic technical terms, standards and studio parameters of the broadcasters  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 41/2011 of 01.04.2011), Rulebook for the technical terms for obligated recording, archiving and delivering of broadcasted (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 41/2011 of 01.04.2011), and other bylaws brought based upon the Laws.
Note: Given the forthcoming digitalization of broadcasting (DVB-T) are recommended study devices and equipment to be chosen which will allow easy transition to fully digital system of devices and equipment which will enable seamless flow of digital TV signal from its beginning to the final broadcast. This will avoid unnecessary analog/digital conversion (and vice versa) which can degrade the quality of the TV signal.

3.  DEMANDS RELATED WITH NUMBER AND STRUCTURE OF THE EMPLOYEES NEEDED FOR PERFORMING OF ACTIVITIES 

3.1. The minimum number of the long term employees is 100 persons, out of with at least 30% journalists.
4.  DEMANDS RELATED WITH FINANCIAL CAPABILITY

To be eligible for the Bid, incumbent have to possess assets in minimum on the level of the proposed investment, respectively to deposit proves for ownership of the bank deposits, stocks, real estates without mortgage etc. or to deposit a Declaration from financial institution or bank for its intention to approve assets for realization of the project. For the proposed investment, the incumbent is obligate to deposit a Specification and Account. Investment should be in accordance with technical standards and within the Rulebooks brought by Broadcasting Council, Agency for Electronic Communications and other relevant state subjects. 
5. TERMS AND DEMANDS RELATED WITH PROGRAM (CONTENT) 
Determination of the nature, respectively format of the content (program) is in accordance with the Broadcasting Law (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 100/05, 19/07, 103/08, 152/08, 6/10, 145/10, 97/11 and 13/12), Rulebook for the radio and TV program services formats  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 113/2006) and the amendment rulebook for the radio and TV program services formats  (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” no. 130/06 and 61/07).
5.1. Terms and demands related to program service of music-speech radio with general format:
- Program service must contain at least five (5) types of programs specified in Article 3 of the Manuel on the formats of radio and television program services.

- In the program service dominate programs which mostly fulfilled fun feature: entertainment, entertainment-information, play, sports program, music program, games, real show and programs in the field of culture, art and humanities if the method of processing the information has mostly entertaining character.

- The overall program is classified according to the media office during the week, the entertainment function cannot be represented by less than 50% nor more than 65%, and education and information function may not be represented by less than 5%.
6. BROADCASTING LICENSE FEE AND PAYMENT TERMS
6.1The amount of the fee for the license shall be determined based on the formula set forth in Article 60 of the Law, and it says: 

((N х GDP/ 200.000) х Rt х Kp) + А
N is the number of the total population within the coverage zone, represented as points, according to the latest data from the State Statistical Office

GDP is gross domestic product per capita, expressed in euros, represented as points, according to the latest data from the State Statistical Office

Rt is a coefficient, whereas television programs Rt=1, and for radio programs Rt=1/4;
Кp   is a coefficient which depends on the format of program service 
А is a constant which is 100 points for radio and 200 points for television. The value of one point is one euro expressed in denar(s) calculated according to the average exchange rate of the euro by the National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia on the day of payment.
6.2. The fee is determined by the Broadcasting Council, and announces it in the beginning of each calendar year. 
6.3. The annual fee is paid within 15 days from the date of grant of license on account of the Broadcasting Council. 
7. DURATION OF THE LICENSE 
The broadcasting license granted for a period of nine (9) years and shall not be transfer to another person.
The license will comply with the Plan and purpose of allocating transmission capacity of digital terrestrial multiplex adopted by the Broadcasting Council of Republic of Macedonia (Official Journal of the Republic of Macedonia no.168/12)

8. TERMINATION, REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE
8.1. The license terminates:

· the expiration of the period granted;

· A written declaration that the holder is notified Broadcasting Council that ceased broadcasting on radio or television programs;

· By revocation of the license by the Broadcasting Council and

· Bankruptcy or liquidation of the license holder.

8.2. 
The Broadcasting Council may revoke the license in cases when:

· The license holder fails to commence the activity within the period specified in the license;

· The license holder provided incorrect data on which he received the license;

· After receiving of the License arise circumstances which are legal obstacles to the holder to perform broadcasting activity;

· The license holder fails to pay the fee within the time specified in the License  and

· The holder of the license with the court verdict has been pronounced a prohibition on broadcasting.

9.  APPLICATION FEE 
Costs incurred by the applicant for the preparation and submission of the application and supporting documents shall bear the applicant.
10. THE WAY FOR SUBMITING THE APPLICATION 
The application for the bidding can be submitted on a specific form – Application, which form and content are prescribed by the Broadcasting Council. To the application is attached the appropriate documentation and the statement in accordance to the article 49 of the Broadcasting Law. 

General, technical, production, program and other terms production and the Form – Application can be picked up at the Broadcasting Council of the Republic of Macedonia, Blvd. „ VMRO” nr.3, Skopje. For the documentation have to pay compensation in the amount of 30.000,00 denars on the account: 300000000618023, Bank depositor: Komercjalna Banka АD Skopje.
The application is submitted to the Broadcasting Council at the address: Blvd. „ VMRO” nr.3, Skopje.

The application together with the accompanying documentation is submitted in 2 (two) copies. 

The application can be submitted by registered mail or by delivered to the Broadcasting Council archive office. 
11. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION 

Deadline for submitting the applications runs from the first day of publication of the announcement.

Applications that will be submitted after expiry of the competition and will not be prepared and submitted in accordance with the conditions laid down in technical, production, program, production and other conditions, will not be considered.

12.    CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF APPLICATION 

Applications will be evaluated based on the programming, technical equipment, the number and structure of the employees and the financial ability of the applicant. The total number of points an applicant can get in one application is 100, distributed as follows: Program offer - 25 points; technical equipment - 30 points, number and structure of employees - 20 points, and financial capacity - 25 points.

12.1. Evaluation of the application in terms of the program offer will be based on the following criteria:

12.1.1. Genre and thematic diversity of program offerings (10 points)

- Application with 10 (or more) types of programs - 10 points;
- Application that provides seven, eight or nine species program - 7 points;
- Application that provides five or six types of programs - 5 points.
12.1.2. Percentage of the programs in Macedonian language or of languages of minority ethnic communities living in the country in total daily program which are planned to broadcast (10 points)

- Originally produced programs represented over 60% - 10 points;

- Originally produced programs represented over 40% to 60% - 7 points;

- Originally produced programs represented 30% to 40% - 5 points.
12.1.3. Representation of vocal-instrumental music in Macedonian language or languages ​​of minority ethnic communities living in the country in total broadcast music that is planned to be broadcast during the day (5 points)

· Vocal-instrumental music in Macedonian language represented over 70% - 5 points

· Vocal-instrumental music in Macedonian language represented over 50% to 70% - 3 points
· Vocal-instrumental music in Macedonian language represented 30% to 50% - 2 points
12.2 Evaluation of the application in terms of technical equipment will be made on the following criteria:
          

·  Number of studio premises, directing and associated facilities (according to the Rulebook for the basic technical requirements, standards and parameters for the studio the broadcasters) - 3 points:
- Area and height of the studio - 6 points;
- Quality of the acoustics of rooms and acoustic insulation - 5 points;
- Quality of ventilation and air conditioning - 3 points;
- Quality and quantity of study and other equipment - 9 points;
- Coverage of UPS and duration of autonomy at work - 4 points;
12.3. Evaluation of the applications in terms of number and structure of employees will be based on the following criteria:

- Number of the employees - 12 points;

- Structure of employees – 8 points.
12.4. Evaluation of the applications in terms of financial capacity will be based on the following criteria: 25 points for the highest amount of funds for the proposed investment.
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