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Media Literacy Days 2020





�


On 28 October 2020, the Agency and the Macedonian Institute for Media (MIM) organized a round table on "The Need and Possibilities for Including Media Literacy in the Formal Education in RN Macedonia," at which Agency Director Zoran Trajchevski held the welcome address. Among the speakers was Minister of Education and Science, the Director of MIM and the National Consultant at UNESCO’s Regional Office for Science and Culture in Europe. In the part of the round table dedicated to discussion, the participants had an opportunity to tackle the planned reforms in terms of including media literacy in education, the schools’ infrastructure and available resources, the teachers and their preparedness in terms of teaching media literacy.


On 2 November 2020, the Agency organized a debate on "Gender, Pays and Broadcasting", which was dedicated to gender as an aspect of media literacy. At this event, which took place on the closing day of the 2020 Media Literacy Days, the participants talked about the treatment of gender issues in the news of the national television stations in the period 2012-2017. Also presented were the findings of the Analysis of the Gender Pay Gap in the Broadcasting Industry in 2019, which included data on the Public Broadcasting Service and another 46 television stations and 64 radio stations. 












































Public Hearing on the Text of the Draft-Policy on Ensuring Access to Audiovisual Media Services for Persons with Sensory Impairments Completed 


On 5 October 2020, the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services opened a public hearing on the text of the � HYPERLINK "https://avmu.mk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%86%D1%80%D1%82-%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B0.docx" �Draft-Policy on Ensuring Accessibility to Audiovisual Media Services for Persons with Sensory Impairments.�


This document outlines and identifies the key paths of action of the regulatory body, while the specific activities will depend on the current needs of the target group, i.e. the visually and hearing impaired persons, but also other persons with disabilities, as well as on the possibilities of broadcasters and the providers of on-demand audiovisual services, and will be planned on an annual basis.


The Agency invited all interested and concerned parties to take part in the public hearing by submitting their opinions and proposals in writing, electronically, to the following e-mail address: � HYPERLINK "mailto:contact@avmu.mk" �contact@avmu.mk� 


The public debate was open until 31 October 2020, and the comments and opinions the Agency received are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.avmu.mk" �www.avmu.mk� 






























































Data on the Radio Stations’ Reach and Television Stations’ Share in the Total Viewership – Q3 2020








A survey was prepared for the needs of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, concerning the radio stations’ reach and the television stations’ share in the total viewership, during the third quarter of 2020. 





For more information on this survey, please visit the Agency’s web page, using the following link: � HYPERLINK "https://avmu.mk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/AVMU_Doseg_2020_Q3_20201015.pdf" �Data on the Radio Stations’ Reach and Television Stations’ Share in the Total Viewership in Q3 2020. �
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The 2nd Media Literacy Days, organized by the Media Literacy Network, took place in the period from 26 October to 2 November 2020. During the MLD 2020, all interested citizens had the opportunity to join in the activities held as part of this year’s programme: workshops, debates, webinars and other online events focused on different aspects of media literacy. 


Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, all events were fully organized and conducted using the ZOOM platform on the Internet, following the example of UNESCO’s Global Week on Media and Information Literacy (24-31 October 2020). 








TV Broadcasting License Withdrawn from TRD Vision BM-TV Channel VIZIJA DOO Skopje 





At its 36th session held on 7 October 2020, the Agency Council adopted a Decision to revoke the license from the TRD Vision BM-TV Kanal Vizija DOO Skopje Trade and Broadcasting Company, due to failure to meet the obligation to pay the annual TV broadcasting fee (Article 80, Paragraph 5 of the Law on AVMU), within the legally established deadline, i.e. 30 days from the day of receipt of the invoice.





Following the withdrawal of the TV broadcasting license, the Agency Council adopted a decision at its 38th session, held on 21 October 2020, on deleting TRD Vision BM-TV Kanal Vizija DOO Skopje from the Broadcasters’ Register.

























































































Press Releases





On 4 October 2020, the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services informed the media outlets that the deadlines for registering with the State Election Commission (SEC) and submitting PPA price lists for the Early Mayoral Elections in the Plasnica and Shtip municipalities, scheduled on 13 December 2020, had begun.





In its press release, the Agency indicated that, in case they were to air paid political advertising (PPA) for the early mayoral elections in the municipalities of Plasnica and Shtip, the broadcasters, print media outlets and electronic media (Internet portals) were obligated to register with the State Election Commission (SEC) no later than 24:00 hrs on 5 October 2020, for which they were to submit their registration application forms, along with their current account status reports issued by the Central Registry of the Republic of North Macedonia, not older than 30 days. The Agency also noted that the media outlets that would fail to register with the SEC, would not have the right to use PPA funds provided by the State Budget. 


The media were also reminded that they were obliged within five days from the day of the call of elections, to specify their price lists for paid political advertising of the participants in the election process and to submit these, by 7 October 2020 at the latest, to the State Election Commission, the State Audit Office and the State Commission for Preventing Corruption, while the broadcasters needed to submit these to the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services as well. 


On 13 October 2020, the Agency issued a press release condemning the lawsuit threats uttered on the part of the director of the National Agency for European Education Programmes and Mobility addressed against the A1on online medium for publishing texts related to EU projects implemented by this Agency. The press release underlined that lawsuit threats used instead of presenting arguments proving the opposite or instead of exercising the right to correction or reply, posed direct pressure on the work of the media and constituted censorship attempts. Hence, all kinds of threats and pressures against journalists jeopardized freedom of information and were absolutely unacceptable.





The Agency reminded that, at no point should one forget that the role of the media was to raise issues of public interest and they should be encouraged to perform their duties thoroughly and professionally and to inform the public in a timely manner. At the same time, media workers should adhere to their journalistic standards, verify the information before publishing them and take into account all relevant sources.








Supervision over Broadcasters, Operators of PECNs and Print Media Outlets





Broadcasters





The Agency performed an ad hoc administrative supervision over the Medison Radio, Plus Radio, Holiday Radio, PRO-FM Radio, Kapitol FM Radio, BUM Radio, Eko Radio, Akord Radio, Modea Radio, 102ka-FM Radio, Play Radio, Sky Radio Plus, as well as Siti Televizija TV, Shenja TV and Dibra TV, to check their adherence to the obligations arising from the Rulebook on Minimum Technical, Spatial, Financial and Staffing Requirements for Obtaining Radio or Television Broadcasting Licenses. The supervision found that these broadcasters had met the minimum staffing requirements set out in the Rulebook.


As regards their legal obligations relating to the publication of Impressums, information that should be made available to the users and the broadcaster’s identification announcements, regular administrative supervision was performed on Jon Radio, Metropolis Radio, Antena 5 Radio and Kanal 77 Radio. During the supervision, it was established that, on 3 October 2020, in certain of its broadcasted programmes, Jon Radio from Struga had failed to publish the data it was obliged to air at an appropriate spot for each content of its programme service.











Print media outlets





Nineteen print media publishers underwent regular administrative supervision concerning their obligation to publish Impressums. 





The supervision covered the following publishers: Media Press VM Bitola, AMPTEAM Skopje, Jeni Balkan Skopje, ATV Media Skopje, Kolor Media Plus Skopje, Vizioni M Skopje, Marmaks Step Skopje, Medium Boja 43, Zelena Berza, Pablik, Repro Print Skopje, Sloboden Pechat Skopje, Vecher Press Skopje, Koha Production Skopje, Media Plus Fokus Skopje, Euro-Mak Kompani Skopje, Biro Pres Skopje, Kliker Marketing Skopje and Zenit Pres Plus Prilep. 





The supervision found that all the above print media publishers had met the obligation arising from the Media Law.





PECN Operators





With regard to the obligations related to registering programme services with the Agency and providing subtitles for the programs retransmitted by the operators, regular programme supervision was performed over the following operators: Drim Sat IPTV from Chegrane, Multimedia Network L from Gostivar, Nafi and Beko from Gostivar, Skrembl from Novo Selo and Telenet KOM from Tetovo. No violations were found during the supervision.





Regular programme supervision was performed over the Total TV operator from Skopje concerning its obligation to register its programme services with the Agency, provide subtitles for the programmes retransmitted by the operators and to include in the programme package, as an obligation and free of charge, the programme services on the public broadcasting service.





The supervision found that the operator was retransmitting the programme service of "TV 24 Vesti", which was not covered by the programme services registration certificate issued by the Agency, and that it had not provided the programme services of the public broadcasting service – "MRT 2", "MRT 3", "MRT4" and "MRT 5 – as part of its programme package.





For this violation of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, at its 38th session held on 21 October 2020, the Agency Council issued two public warning measures against the operator Total TV DOO Skopje Trade and Services Company. 








Public Warnings against Broadcasters





At its 37th session held on 14 October 2020, the Agency Council adopted five Decisions on imposing public warning measures, based on findings from conducted supervisions that had detected non-compliance with the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services or the Law on Media.


Based on the findings of the regular administrative supervision, the Council of the Agency issued public warning measures against Skaj Radio from Skopje and Urban FM Radio also from Skopje for failure to meet the obligation to publish data that should be broadcasted at an appropriate slot for each content of their programme services.


Due to failure to air the voluntarily registered percentage of music in the Macedonian language, public warning measures were issued against Skaj Radio from Skopje and Radio Zone M-1 from Skopje. Sky Radio was also issued a public warning due to failure to provide information that should be made available to the users.
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