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OSCE/ODIHR Representatives Pay Working Visit to AVMU

A delegation of the OSCE/ODIHR Observation Mission, led by Ambassador Jillian Stirk, paid a working visit to the Agency
for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services on 4 April 2024.

The key topic discussed at the meeting was the Agency’s work during the 2024 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections,
including the legal framework regulating the media coverage of the elections, as well as the manner in which the monitoring
over broadcasters would be carried out during this period. Also, Ambassador Stirk informed the Agency about the objectives
and the scope of the OSCE/ODIHR Mission during the elections.

Panel Discussion Held on Political Advertising and Electoral Integrity

A panel discussion was held on 3 April 2024, dedicated to “Political Advertising and Integrity of Elections,”
organized by the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and the International Foundation for
} Electoral Systems (IFES). The purpose of the event was to promote inter-institutional dialogue on the
- I challenges of electoral integrity in relation to political advertising.
L el _.’ 9 At the event’s opening, the participants were addressed by AVMU Director Zoran Trajchevski and IFES Country
LAY AL ; o' Director Joana Kosma. Taking part in the event were also several stakeholders who discussed the various
,2 aspects of media environment during elections.
Representatives of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, the State Audit Office, the State Election Commission and the State Commission
for Preventing Corruption discussed the challenges in the legal framework governing paid political advertising, the experiences from previous electoral
processes and the factors undermining the transparency of political advertising.

At the panel dedicated to political advertising in the new EU legislative initiatives, representatives of the European media regulatory bodies from ltaly and
Slovakia shared information on the rules regulating political advertising, contained in the 2022 strengthened code of practice on disinformation and the
transparency and targeting of political advertising.

Presidential and Parliamentary Elections 2024

On April 16, the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services published the Second Report on Monitoring Media Coverage of the Presidential and
Parliamentary Elections covering the period from March 8 to April 3, 2024. The monitoring covered nine national programming services — MRT1; MRT2;
Alsat-M TV; Alfa TV; Kanal 5 TV; Sitel TV; Telma TV; 24 Vesti TV and 21-M TV, focusing on the news items in their central news editions/TV journals, related
to pre-election topics and the domestic current affairs and social and political developments, as well as other types of shows within this thematic scope.

As expected, topics related to the presidential candidates were present at the regular programme slots for debates and interviews, the main topic being the
placing of presidential candidate Stevcho Jakimovski on the USA’s "black list". In the news, apart from the parties’ mutual accusations and partisan
speculations, there were also critical journalist stories about the immediate, current problems that contained expert, legal and economic warnings as well as
civil or trade union-organized notifications. In most of the cases, journalists’ experience and professionalism came to the fore throughout the debates and
interviews, while the journalistic items and the special current-affairs information shows, in which methodologically grounded and verifiable surveys by a civil
society entity or of a foreign institution with a real (financial/consultative) stake in the domestic processes were the instigators and drivers of the objective
analysis of the socio-political state of play in various departments, proved to be extremely important. This time as well, in the monitored period, the absence
of the "second side" was observed in debates and interviews with some media.

During this period, there were no violations of the Electoral Code or the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services on the broadcasters’ part. As regards
the hearing impaired, MRT 1 and TV 24 Vesti were the only ones to have provided sign language translation in one of their news editions daily. The Report
on the Monitoring of Media Coverage for the period March 8 — April 3, 2024 is available at this link.



https://avmu.mk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/%D0%92%D0%A2%D0%9E%D0%A0-%D0%98%D0%97%D0%92%D0%95%D0%A8%D0%A2%D0%90%D0%88-%D0%9F%D0%A0%D0%95%D0%94%D0%98%D0%97%D0%91%D0%9E%D0%A0%D0%98%D0%95-2024-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD_.pdf
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During the first round of the 2024 Presidential Election campaign, the monitoring of the electoral media coverage showed that in its programme aired in the
period from 4 to 22 April, TV Klan Macedonia violated Article 75 Paragraph 1, in relation to Article 75, Paragraph 4, Indent 1 of the Electoral Code, i.e. the
television did not provide information about the election process in a format accessible to persons with disabilities, i.e. by using sign language, subtitles, tonal
description or other tools to ensure accessibility, not even in at least one news edition of daily level, nor in other programming content on a weekly level broadcast
in the period from 16:00 to 24:00.

At TV Clan Macedonia, the Agency found a violation of Article 76-b paragraph 3, and in connection with Article 69-a paragraph 2 of the Electoral Code, of the
program broadcast on April 23 and 24, i.e. during the reporting during the election silence for the first round of the election campaign for the Presidential
elections, the television in several of its programs/contents broadcasted information and audiovisual materials related to or in which participants in the elections
participate. For both violations, misdemeanor proceedings were initiated.

On two occasions through public announcements, the Agency reminded the broadcasters of the rules of the Electoral Code. On April 9, it was informed that
with monitors during the election media presentation for the Presidential Election 2024, it was ascertained that, contrary to Article 76 paragraph 3 of the Election
Code, minors are participating in paid political advertising of the presidential candidates Stevo Pendarovski and Bujar Osmani. In the announcement, it was
pointed out that the commissioners are responsible for the content of paid political advertising, but the broadcasters are responsible for the legality of its
broadcast. On April 22, the Agency reminded that the electoral silence for the first round of the 2024 Presidential Elections begins from midnight on April 24 at
7 p.m. It was pointed out that durina the silence, the media coverage in the news and in special-information shows of the participants in the election campaians

Press Releases

On 18 April, the Agency reacted most strongly against Alfa TV's attempt at exerting pressure on the regulatory body by airing malicious information in its show
“Zaspij ako mozes” (“Fall asleep if you can”), premiered on 16 April 2024, where journalist Goran Momirovski asserted, among other things, that the Agency
interfered in the Alfa TV’s editorial policy, and threatened Alfa TV informally, claiming that the latter could be closed unless it ensured “some kind of balance,
which is very subjective”. In its reaction, the Agency pointed out, inter alia, that, ever since the beginning of the Presidential Elections campaigning, certain
employees of Alfa TV had turned to the Agency on several occasions, seeking clarification of the provisions of the Electoral Code, and had received timely
replies to each of their inquiries. As regards the journalist’s conclusion that the Agency had produced the criterion according to which any broadcaster would
not have its broadcasting license renewed unless it reported on a balanced fashion throughout any electoral process, the Agency underlined that this criterion
was laid down in the LAAVMS. The Agency sought from Alfa TV to publish its reply to the claims of journalist Goran Momirovski as soon as the next edition of
the above-mentioned show.

As regards the information aired by TV Uskana Media that a journalist of this television station had been denied permission to make a report regarding the
number of students and employees of the Naim Frashri Primary School in the village of Pirok, Municipality of Bogovinje, the Agency reminded on April 18 that
the institutions should be open and transparent and should make every effort to provide media representatives with unhindered access to the requested
information. In its press release, the Agency pointed out that media workers, while performing their work, which is of public interest, should be free from any
threats and intimidation, while, on their part, they should manifest professional responsibility and respect ethical and journalistic principles and standards of
reporting.

On 12 April, the Agency condemned the repeated labelling and discrediting of Kanal 5 TV in the announcement of the Levica (the Left) political party president
Dimitar Apasiev on Facebook.

In the press release, the Agency pointed out that the leader of Levica had displayed an extremely inappropriate conduct, threatening the freedom of information
and violating media workers’ dignity. The use of vulgar phrases, as well as expressions that may incite hate speech on the part of his followers on the social
networks, is totally unacceptable and may jeopardize the safety of media workers. Politicians and public office holders must be aware of the weight of the words
they utter and the responsibility they have before the citizens and must demonstrate the highest level of respect for the journalistic profession and the media.
This is part of the standards laid down in the Code of Conduct in the Online Sphere during Electoral Processes and Referenda, to which the Levica political
party had voluntarily committed itself.

As regards the case related to the journalist Furkan Saliu, on 7 April 224, the Agency called on the Ministry of Internal Affairs to immediately, i.e. at the
soonest time possible, clear the case and inform the public about the reasons for his detention accordingly. At the same time, the Agency expressed its
expectation that the Ministry of Interior should respect the legal procedures and journalist Saliu’s rights consistently, and that the political parties would not
use this case for petty partisan purposes, so as not to cause spread of speculations and disinformation until the case is completely cleared up.
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Ha 5 anpun npeky cooniiTeHue 3a jaBHocT belle ocyaeH BepbanH1oT Hanaa Ha HoBMHapka 1 cHumaTten of TB 24 Bectv of cTpaHa Ha HEMo3HaTo nuue, 3a
BpeEME Ha mapTuckmoT MUTUHT Ha BMPO [IMMHE. AreHuujaTa HekonkynaTu [ocera pearypalle 3a BaKkBWTe CIy4an 1 MOBTOPHO MOTCETW Aeka Hamag Bp3
HOBWHapWTE of Koj Buno BKA € anconyTHO HenpudaTive U Jeka HOBMHApCKUTEe paboTHULM He cMeaT Aa BuaaT nonpeyyBaHW BO BPLUEHETO Ha HUBHUTE
npodecroHanHn 3agaun.

Hansopu Bp3 paguoaudysepu, OJEKM, naBatenn Ha ABMY no 6apatse 1 neyateHn meguymu
Pagnoaudysepu

AreHuujaTa U3BpLM PELOBEH aAMUHUCTPATUBEH HAA30p BP3 cuTe 99 paanoamdysepu KOMLLTO eMUTYBaaT TENeBM3MCKa Unu pagmo nporpama, 3a obspckarta
10 31 mapt Ha nocebeH obpasel, Aa v foCTaBaT NogaToLy 3a CONCTBEHNYKATA CTPYKTYPa, OArOBOPHUOT YPEAHUK/YPEAHULIM, N3BOPUTE Ha (hMHAHCHPatse BO
NpeTxoaHaTa rognHa oCTBapeHUTe BKYMHW MPUXOAW 1 Pacxogy BO NpeTxofHaTta roguHa og 06e36eayBaeTo Ha ejHOCTA 1 3a MpoceyHaTa rmeaaHocT umm
CnyLwaHocT BO MpeTxoAHaTta roguHa. HaagsopoT nokaxa [eka oBaa obBpcka He ja ucnonHuja paguo anaken-2002 og Kasagapum v pagumo Mpo-OM of
FocTuBap. W3BpLuieH e u pefoBeH agMMHWUCTPaTMBEH Hagsop Bp3 98 paanopudysepu 3a obepckata HajoouHa o 31 mapT Aa objasat nmopatoum 3a
COMCTBEHNYKA CTPYKTYpa, YPERHWULITBO M M3BOPU Ha (puHaHCWpare BO mpeTxogHata roguHa. Co Haps3opoT Delle KOHCTaTMpaHo feka obBpckata ja
UCMOMHWNe cuTe paguoandysepu.

3a fja ce KoHCTaTMpa Janu HeKoj pagmnoaudy3ep U3BPLLMA NPOMEHA BO COMCTBEHMYKATa CTPYKTypa O6e3 NpeTxoaHo Aa ja u3BecTn AreHumjaTa u npeg uctarta
pa bune opobpeHa og ctpaHa Ha ABMY, 13BpLueH e BOHPeAEeH agMuHUCTpaTMBeH Hagaop Bp3 40 Tenesuann. Co Hag3opoT Gelue KOHCTaTMpaHO Aeka Hema
npekpwyBara Ha SAABMY. BoHpeaeH agMUHUCTPaTMBEH Haa30p 3a UCMONHYBakbeTo Ha 06BpckuTe 0f SAABMY 1 MpaBMHUKOT 3@ MUHUMAITHW TEXHUYKN,
NPOCTOPHM, (OMHAHCUCKIA M KaApOBCKM yCroBM 3a JobMBat-e [103BONa 3a paguo 1 TENEBM3NCKO EMUTYBarE € 13BpLueH Bp3 I-TB Teneswuauja og Foctueap,
kage Gelue KOHCTATUPaHO [eka OArOBOPHUOT YPEaHUK Ha TeneBuanjata e BpaboTeH Kaj pagnonndy3epoT BO peaoBeH paboTeH 04HOC U CO MOMHO paboTHO
BpEME.

OnepaTopy Ha jaBHM eNeKTPOHCKMU KOMYHUKALIMCKU MPEXU

AreHumjaTa N3BpLLIM PeOBEH NMPOrpamMcki Haa3op Bp3 onepatopute [atakom JB, MakegoHcku Tenekom, Heoten u Cnajgep 3a 06BpckaTa BO MporpamMckuoT
MaKeT KOjLUTO r0 peeMUTyBaaT 3a40mK1TenHo 1 becnnatHo fa v 06e3beaar nporpaMcKuTE CEPBICH Ha jaBHUOT pagynoamdy3eH CepBuC, kako 1 3a 06BpCkiTe
3a perucTpaumja Ha Nporpamcku cepeuch BO AreHupjata u TUTIyBakbe Ha MpOrpaMMTE KOWULITO M peemuTyBaaT. [pn Hag3opuTe He Ce KOHCTaTMpaHu
MpeKpLUyBat-a.

[NaBatenu Ha ABMY no 6apame

3a 06BpCKUTE KOMLLTO Ce OAHECYBaaT Ha NMPeHeCyBare Ha KUHeMaTorpadicky fena v 3alTuTa Ha ManoneTHUTe NuLa, U3BPLLEH € PefoBEH MPOrpaMcKu
Hagsop Bp3 gaBatenute Ha ABMY no 6apawe MakegoHcku Tenekom, A1 MakegoHuja, Ceog Mactep 1 Mren. IMpu M3BpLIEHNOT MPOrpamcky Hag3op He ce
KOHCTaTMpaH NPEKPLLYBak-A.

Mevatenu meanymm

AreHuujaTa cnpoBefe peAoBEH aMUHUCTPATMBEH Hag3op Bp3 21 13gaBay Ha nevyaTeH MeauyM CO Lien Aa KOHCTaTvpa fanu uctute i objasune nogatouure
3a COMCTBEHMYKATa CTPYKTYPa, NOAATOLMTE 3@ HA3WBOT M CEAMULUTETO HA MPABHMTE NULA WM UMETO 1 MECTOTO Ha MPECTOjyBake Ha M3NUKITE NuLa Ko
Ce COMNCTBEHULM Ha aKLMW UNK Ha yOen Kaj 13gaBavoT Ha MeauyMoT CO MOAATOLM 3a MPOLEHTOT Ha aKUMUTe Unu YAEnOoT KOj ro CTeKHamne M AaTyMoT Ha
CTEKHYBatbe, KoM Ce [OMKHM a M 00jaBaT BO HajManky eAeH JHEBEH BECHMK, EfHALL TOAMLIHO, HAjaoLHa 4o 31 MapT BO TEKOBHATA rogMHa W MCEYOK Of
objaBaTa ga My JOCTaBaT Ha HAANEXHOTO PErynaTopHO Teo BO POk of 15 AeHa of AEHOT Ha 06jaByBareTo. Haa30poT nokaxa aeka nevateHuTe Meguymm
' UCNONHUNEe 3aKOHCKNTEe O6BpCKI/I.

U3peyeHu mepku jaBHa onomeHa

Bp3 ocHoBa Ha koHcTaTauuy og Haa3op, CoBeToT Ha AreHuujaTa Ha 14-Ta cefHnua ogpxaHa Ha 8 anpun 2024 rogvHa, foHece ABe PelleHuja 3a u3pekyBame
Ha Mepka jaBHa onomeHa. EgHoTo 3a kabenckuot onepatop CMAJAEP OO of lesrenuja 3a peemuTyBare NpoOrpamMcki CEPBUC KOJLUTO HE € PerncTpupaH
BO AreHuujaTa, 1 BTOpoTO 3a neyateHnot meguym KOJTIOP MELWA MJTYC op Ckonje n3gaad Ha “The Economist” 3aToa wTo Bo u3gaHneTo 6p.6 og gekemspy
2023 roguHa He 1 0bjaBun nogaToLuMTe 3a agpecata Ha CeauILTETO Ha 134aBaYoT Ha NeYaTeHNOT MeAMYM W NOJAToLMTE 3a afpecaTa Ha ypeaHULWTBOTO.
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