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Starting from 28 October until 4 November 2024, the Media Literacy Network organized, for the sixth time, the Media Literacy Days annual event, this year under the motto “Your Awareness is the Most Important Filter”. Fifteen members of the Network, along with their supporters, held a total of 22 events at different venues throughout the country, while some of these were held online. In this way, our country is joining in the UNESCO’s Global Media and Information Literacy Week. At the Conference titled “Media Literacy Policies in the Artificial Intelligence Era,” AVMU Director Zoran Trajchevski pointed out that "the Media Literacy Days are the most significant national event in mobilizing the citizens, civil society organizations, educational institutions, media and state institutions, as well as in raising their awareness of the importance of media literacy. This year’s focus is on artificial intelligence, which is already so present that we felt that we must inevitably discuss it a little more profoundly."

Public Calls for Granting Radio Broadcasting Licenses
At the 39th Session held on October 17, the Agency Council adopted a Decision to announce a Public Call for Granting a Radio Broadcasting License to a Local-Level Radio Programming Service in the area of ​​Kumanovo municipality. The application documentation for taking part in the Public Competition can be downloaded at the following link. The deadline for submitting applications for the Public Call is 30.12.2024 (Monday).

At the 38th session held on October 9, the Agency Council adopted a Decision to announce a Public Call for Granting a Radio Broadcasting License to a Local-Level Radio Programming Service in the area of Bitola municipality. The application documentation for taking part in the Public Competition for granting a radio broadcasting license can be downloaded at the following link. The deadline for submitting applications for the Public Competition is 16.12.2024 (Monday).
More information related to the application documents for the two public calls is available on the AVMU website, at the following link.



Press Release
On 25 November, the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services most strongly condemned the act of setting fire to the vehicle of the owner of the M-Net HD regional television station from Shtip, Blagoj Sersemov, by unknown perpetrators in the yard of his family house.

The Press Release emphasized that threats and intimidation directed at the media undermine democracy, the freedom of speech and freedom of information. Media workers’ safety is key to the existence of independent and professional media as one of the main pillars of the democratic processes, which contribute to promoting the freedom of expression. The Agency appealed to the Ministry of Internal Affairs to clear up the case as soon as possible and to inform the public about the reasons that led to this act of vandalism.



2024 Media Literacy Days Opened
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The Conference included three panels, of which the first panel included the workshop on "Artificial Intelligence and Copyright" with the German expert Hannes Henke, PhD, engaged through the Twinning Project on "Enhancing the Capacities of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and the Public Broadcasting Service". The second panel, organized by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, involved discussion on the topic of "Ethics in the Use of Artificial Intelligence", while the last panel, titled "Policies for Developing Awareness of the Risks of Disinformation", organized by the Research Institute on Social Development (RESIS), presented the comparative findings of the Monitor of Media Pluralism in the Digital Era (MPM 2024), regarding the indicators of media literacy and protection against disinformation.

For the needs of the  2024 Media Literacy Days, video and audio spots have been made in the Macedonian, Albanian and English languages. The videos were aired by the media in order to inform an as large a number of citizens as possible about the media literacy events. More information about the events held as part of the Media Literacy Days are available on the websites www.mediumskapismenost.mk  and www.avmu.mk and on the Network's Facebook and Instagram pages and the Youtube channel of the Media Literacy Network.
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    Supervisions over Broadcasters, Operators of Public Electronic Communication Networks and Print Media Publishers

Broadcasters

Regular programmeme supervision for a number of legal obligations – compliance with the rules for broadcasting audiovisual commercial communications, protection of minors from programmemes that could harm their physical, mental or moral development, protection of minors’ personal data, provision of quizzes or other forms of prize-winning participation, use of value-added telephone services and telephone voting, broadcasting games of chance, use of language in the programmemes, broadcasting of at least 12 hours of television programmeming daily and broadcasting of at least 30% of originally created Macedonian audio or audiovisual works daily – was carried out over the television stations of TV Alfa, TV Alsat-M, TV Kanal 5, TV Nasha, TV Shenja, TV Telma, TV 21-M, TV 24 Vesti, TV Klan Macedonia, TV Sitel and TV Sonce.
The supervision found that TV Shenja, TV 21-M and TV Sitel had been broadcasting programmemes with and incorrect application of the warning signal for second-category programmemes (8+); on 11 September, TV Shenja had failed to broadcast at least 30% of programmeme originally created as Macedonian audiovisual works, nor had it aired least half of the legal minimum of originally created programmeme as Macedonian audiovisual works in the period from 07:00 hrs to 19:00 hrs; while, on 10 September, Kompani 21-M TV had aired a statement of an interlocutor in the “Pastel" show originally in the Serbian language without providing a translation into Albanian or Macedonian.

Regular administrative supervision was also conducted over the same television stations for the obligations to publish an Impressum and information that should be made available to their users and for publishing the broadcaster’s identification signal. No violations were found during the supervision.

Regular administrative supervision regarding the fulfillment of the minimum staffing requirements set out in the Rulebook on Minimum Technical, Spatial, Financial and Staffing Requirements for Obtaining a Radio or Television Broadcasting License was carried out over 53 broadcasters. The supervision showed that the broadcasters had met this obligation arising from the Rulebook.

An ad hoc administrative supervision was carried out, in the line of duty, over the work of the RRAPI Radio from Struga to establish if this broadcaster had changed its ownership structure without first notifying the Agency and before the latter had endorsed the change. The ad hoc supervision found that, contrary to the LAAVMS, the broadcaster had changed its ownership structure on October 1 without prior notification to the Agency and without having this change approved by the Agency.

Control programmeme supervision was carried out over Gurra TV from Kichevo for the obligation to implement the programmeme concept for which it had been issued a license. The supervision of the programmeming service broadcasted in the period from September 16 to 22 found that the broadcaster had not acted upon the decision imposing a public warning measure, i.e. it had not implemented at least 80% of the programmeme concept for which it had been issued a television broadcasting license, which is an obligation under Article 67, Paragraph 6 of the LAAVMS.

Operators of Public Electronic Communication Networks

Regular programme supervision was carried out over the operators of Spajder, MTEL, Nafi i Beko, Drim Sat IPTV and Total TV regarding their compliance with the obligations to register their programme services and to provide subtitling of the programming services they retransmit. The supervision found that several operators had been retransmitting programming services that were not covered by the programme services registration certificate issued by the Agency to each operator separately. On October 16, the MTEL operator had retransmitted the programming services of "Telma", "Alfa TV", "Kanal 5", "Alsat M", "Kompani 21", "24 Vesti", "News Max Balkans", "Diva", "Nickelodeon", "Nickelodeon Junior", "RTL", "RTL II" and "RTL Croatia"; on October 17, the Nafi and Beko operator had retransmitted the programming service of "TV Kanal 5"; the Drim Sat IPTV operator had retransmitted the "Hit Mix Music" programming service on October 17; while, on October 14, the Total TV operator had retransmitted the programming services of "Sky News", "Brazzers", "Reality Kings", "CNN" and "Narodna" for its users.

Regular programme supervision was also carried out over the operators Mtel, Nafi i Beko and Drim Sat IPTV for their compliance with the obligation to provide, free of charge, as part of the programme package they retransmit, the programming services of the Public Broadcasting Service. The supervision concluded that these cable operators had acted in accordance with the legal provision of Article 143, Paragraph 3, of the LAAVMS.

Control programme supervision was also conducted over the A1 Macedonia operator, in order to determine whether the operator had acted in accordance with the public warning measure issued due to retransmitting programming services that are not registered with the Agency. The supervision found that the operator had been retransmitting the programming service of "Tring Sport News" for its users, although it had not been covered by the programme services registration certificate issued by the Agency.


























Print Media Publishers

The Agency conducted regular administrative supervision over the following print media publishers: Media Press VM, publisher of "Bitolski Vesnik"; CAPITAL MEDIA GROUP, publisher of "Kapital"; JENI BALKAN, publisher of "Bahce"; ANTIC MEDIA, publisher of "Portret"; MEDIUM BOJA 43, publisher of "Shtipski glas (The Voice of Shtip)"; COLOR MEDIA PLUS, publisher of "Ubavina I Zdravje (Beauty and Health)"; VISIONS M, publisher of "Shenja"; ZENIT PRESS PLUS, publisher of "Zenit"; CLIKER MARKETING, publisher of "InStore"; NARODEN LEKAR, publisher of "Naroden lekar", Repro Print, publisher of "Nova Makedonija"; Sloboden Pechat, publisher of "Sloboden Pechat (Free Press)"; Vecher Press, publisher of "Vecher"; Koha Production, publisher of "Koha"; Media Plus Focus, publisher of "Focus"; ATV Media Company, publisher of "Lajm"; Euro-Mak Company, publisher of "Ekonomija I Biznis (Economy and Business)", Bureau Press, publisher of "Porta 3" and Public, publisher of "Lice v Lice", with regard to their obligations to publish an Impressum, data on the headquarters, printing house, date of print or reprint and circulation info, all arising from the Law on Media. The supervision showed that the above print media outlets had fully met the respective legal obligations.


Public Warning Measures Imposed

Based on the findings of a regular programme supervision, the Agency Council adopted, at its 40th Session held on October 24, decisions to impose public warning measures against the operators of Drim Sat IPTV, Nafi i Beko and Mtel to terminate the retransmission of the programming services that had not been covered by the programme service registration certificates issued by the Agency. A public warning measure was issued against Drim Sat IPTV for retransmitting the programming service of "Hit Mix Music", against Nafi i Beko for retransmitting the programming service of "TV Kanal 5", and against MTEL for retransmitting the programming services of "Telma", "Alfa TV", "Kanal 5", "Alsat M", "Kompani 21", "24 Vesti", "News Max Balkans", "Diva", "Nickelodeon", "Nickelodeon Junior", "RTL", "RTL II" and "RTL Croatia".

Based on regular programme supervision findings, at its 38th Session held on October 9, the Agency Council issued a public warning measure against the Zona M-1 Radio due to failure to air at least 30% of music in the Macedonian language in the period from 06:00 hrs to 00:00 hrs, of the total music broadcasted during the day and night were analyzed.
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