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AVMU Starts Monitoring Media Coverage in the Pre-Election Period

Following the announcement of the Local Elections scheduled for 19 October 2025, the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services (AVMU) has begun monitoring broadcasters’ reporting practices in the period before the official start of the election campaign, as well as their compliance with the provisions of the Electoral Code that come into effect upon the announcement of elections. 
Namely, when covering the electoral process, broadcasters should adhere to the professional standards, particularly the principle of objective and impartial reporting of events, ensuring equal treatment of different viewpoints and opinions. This enables the public to freely form their own opinions on specific events and issues. Broadcasters must also comply with the specific prohibitions on inciting hatred and intolerance.
Reporting on the regular activities of state bodies, municipal and City of Skopje authorities, state institutions and organizations, as well as other legal entities with public authorizations, must not serve as a form of electoral media promotion for any political entity.
The Public Broadcasting Service and the national-level television stations are required to provide information about the electoral process in formats accessible to people with sensory disabilities. They must also inform the Agency in a timely manner about which campaign-related content will be made accessible.
From the announcement of the elections until the start of the election campaign, it is prohibited to air advertisements funded by the state budget, as well as paid political advertising—except for announcements related to collecting signatures in support of the candidate nominations by groups of voters. Additionally, editors, journalists, programme hosts and presenters are not allowed to be simultaneously involved in broadcasting programmes and in the pre-election activities of any election campaign participants. When publishing public opinion poll results, broadcasters must include all necessary data about the specific research as required by the Electoral Code.
Until the start of the election campaign, AVMU will perform daily monitoring of a total of nine state-level television programming services that have the largest average audience reach daily, while all remaining programming services shall be monitored in case of complaints.
Broadcasters intending to air paid political advertising (PPA) were to register with the State Election Commission (SEC) by August 12, and submit their price lists to the SEC, the State Audit Office (SAO), the State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption (SCPC), and AVMU no later than 14 August 2025.
As during previous elections, the Agency has placed a banner on its website with materials related to the electoral process, including laws and by-laws, complaint forms, etc. The banner is available in Macedonian, Albanian, and English, and will be updated continuously throughout the election process.









Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services Adopts New Rules of Procedure 
At its eighth Session held on 21 August, the Council of the Agency adopted the Rules of Procedure of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. The need for adopting this act arose with the appointment of new members to the Agency's Council, as well as due to the new legal obligations of the Agency related to the providers of video-sharing platform services, the individual providers of on-demand audiovisual media services – influencers/vloggers, and online media, i.e. the Internet portals.
A public hearing was opened on this document for a period of 30 days, during which all interested parties were invited to submit their opinions and proposals. The Rules of Procedure of the Agency are available on the Agency's website at this link.
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    Supervisions over Broadcasters, Operators of PECNs and Print Media Publishers 

Broadcasters

The Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services conducted control programme supervisions over Terra TV and M TV, to determine whether these broadcasters had acted upon the public warning measures imposed on them due to failure to comply with the obligation to protect minors from programmes that could harm their physical, mental or moral development. The supervisions showed that these broadcasters had fully acted upon the decisions imposing public warning measures against them.

OPECNs
Regular programme supervisions were carried out over the following operators: Kabel DOO, Telekabel, Pet-Net, Biv Piramida, Infel-KTV, Multimedia Network L and Telenet Kom. The supervisions covered their obligations to register their programming services with the Agency and ensure subtitling of the programmes they retransmit, as well as the obligation to provide, mandatorily and free of charge, the programming services of the Public Broadcasting Service as part of the programme packages they retransmit. The supervisions detected no violations of the provisions of the LAAVMS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
A control programme supervision was carried out over the operator Altra-Sat 2000 in order to determine whether it had acted upon the Decision imposing a public warning measure and demanding termination of the retransmission of certain programming services within the deadline specified therein, i.e. to check whether the programming services it was retransmitting were registered with the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services in accordance with Article 141 of the LAAVMS.
The supervision showed that this operator had acted in full accordance with the Decision.


Print Media Publishers

The Agency conducted an ad hoc administrative supervision over the “Pablik” Citizens' Association for Research, Communications and Development from Skopje, a publisher of the print media outlet named "Lice v Lice", concerning its compliance with the obligations under the Media Law to publish an Impressum. The supervision covered the issue of "Lice v Lice" No. 57, and found that the above legal obligation had been met in full.

Public Warning Measures Imposed

At its seventh Session held on 7 August 2025, based on findings from a supervision conducted due to non-compliance with certain provisions of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and the Law on Media, the Agency Council adopted two decisions to impose public warning measures against Kanal Festa TV.
One of the public warning measures was imposed due to the airing of an incorrect warning signalization aimed at protecting the minors, while the other one – due to failure to publish Impressum data.
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