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AVMU Holds Its Fourth Pubic Meeting in 2025
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The event also highlighted public warning measures taken against entities that had violated the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, and AVMU’s activities in the sphere of international and European cooperation.





Guidelines for Influencers, Vloggers, and Content Creators Adopted
At its 24th Session held on 25th December 2025, the Agency Council adopted the Guidelines for Influencers, Vloggers, and Content Creators, following a previously conducted public consultation. The purpose of the Guidelines is to ensure compliance by influencers, vloggers, and content creators with the provisions of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and the relevant by-laws. The document consolidates all legal and regulatory provisions that these actors are required to observe, as well as the measures they must take to ensure their consistent implementation. The provisions apply to influencers, vloggers, and content creators who qualify as providers of on-demand audiovisual media services – namely, those who meet the criteria set out in the Rulebook on Natural Persons as Providers of On-Demand Audiovisual Media Services (influencers, vloggers, and content creators).


Working Meeting Held with representatives of “Democracy Lab”
On 19 December, a briefing meeting was held at the Agency’s premises between representatives of AVMU and the “Democracy Lab” organization. During the meeting, key findings from Democracy Lab’s ongoing project on monitoring and countering disinformation in the country were presented. The project is being implemented in cooperation with “Pikasa Analytics.” The initiative focuses on identifying and analytically tracking disinformation narratives on digital platforms, with particular emphasis on foreign interference and its impact on democratic processes and public trust.

The purpose of the meeting was to exchange relevant data and recommendations that could contribute to addressing the growing challenges related to disinformation narratives and to safeguarding the information space.



                                            


The Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services (AVMU) held its last public meeting for 2025 on 23 December, at which Director Zoran Trajchevski presented a review of the Agency’s activities over the past three months in line with the Annual Work Programme.

Attendees were briefed on the activities related to monitoring media coverage by broadcasters during the 2025 Local Elections, as well as the preparations for the rerun mayoral elections in the municipalities of Gostivar, Mavrovo and Rostushe, Centar Zhupa, and Vrapchishte in 2026. The meeting also covered programme and administrative oversight conducted on broadcasters, operators of public electronic communications networks and print media publishers. 

Re-run Local Elections 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk213225669]Guidelines for Broadcasters for the Re-run 2025 Local Elections

At its 23rd Session of 2025 held on 18 December 2025, the Agency Council adopted the Guidelines for Broadcasters for the Re-Run Elections of Mayors of The Municipalities of Gostivar, Vrapchishte, Mavrovo and Rostushe, and Centar Zhupa. These Guidelines clarify the application of the provisions under the Electoral Code concerning the allocation of airtime for paid political advertising, the identification of the advertiser, the distribution of airtime in the  news programmes on the Public Broadcasting Service, free political presentation on the Programming Service intended for broadcasting the activities of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia, and ensuring accessibility of content related to the electoral process for the persons with sensory impairments.
TV Content Adapted for Persons with Disabilities during the Re-run Local Elections in 2026
On 19 December, the Agency announced that the Public Broadcasting Service and television broadcasters operating at the national level that air paid political advertising are required, in accordance with Article 75, Paragraphs 1 and 4 of the Electoral Code, to ensure accessible formats for persons with disabilities. The Agency also published on its website the schedule of accessible content that media outlets will broadcast during the election campaign for the re-run local elections in 2026. All information related to the elections is available on the Agency’s website, www.avmu.mk , under the banner “Local Elections 2026.”
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    Press Releases
On 26 December 2025, the Agency informed the public through a press release that, at its 26th session, following the completion of the public call for the selection of a director, the Council of the Agency adopted a decision appointing Dr. Zoran Trajchevski to head the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services for the next five-year term.
Also on 26 December, the Agency issued a press release expressing concern over the offensive, demeaning, and degrading language used in statements by the political party of Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM), directed at journalist Branko Geroski. The statement emphasized that the use of personal insults, disqualifications, and labeling of journalists constitutes a form of pressure with a discouraging effect on free journalism. Such communication contributes to deepening societal polarization, thereby undermining democracy and exerting indirect pressure on editorial independence. The Agency reiterated its appeals to political actors to demonstrate a higher level of responsibility in public discourse, to refrain from offensive and degrading speech toward media professionals, and to respect the role of the media as one of the pillars of democracy.
In a press release issued on 11 December, the Agency condemned the violent intrusion into the newsroom of the Infomax online portal, carried out by an unknown individual during the broadcast of the podcast “Teshki Muabeti.” The Agency recalled that such actions constitute a direct attack on media freedom and on journalists’ right to perform their work without pressure or threats. The statement stressed that violence against media workers and intrusions into newsrooms are absolutely unacceptable and require an urgent and appropriate response from the competent authorities, noting that prompt measures are expected to be taken to fully clarify the case.









Supervisions over Broadcasters, OPECNs and Print Media Publishers 

Broadcasters
Regular administrative supervisions were carried out in relation to the obligations set out in Article 62, Paragraph 6 of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, as well as Articles 9 and 21 of the Rulebook on Minimum Technical, Spatial, Financial, and Staffing Requirements for Obtaining a Radio or Television Broadcasting License. The supervisions covered the following radio stations: Akord, Radio 7, Radio 99, Bum, Valandovo, Jehona, Kavadarci, Kiss, Puls, Skaj, Fortuna, Holidej, Eko, Kometa 2000, Plus Forte, Antena 5, Ekspres, Kochani FM, Pela, Struga, La Kosta Vinica, Buba Mara Prilep, Buba Mara Skopje, Buba Mara Shtip, Super Radio, Aleksandar Makedonski, Galaksi, Jon, Life, RFM, EF-EM 90.3 – Sportsko Radio, Zona M-1, Vat, Skver, Radio 106, as well as the television stations of MTM, Kaltrina, Vistel, Dibra, Svet, Protel, Sitel, Alfa, Topestrada, Nasha TV, Alsat-M, Kanal 21-M, KTV, Star, Kobra, Uskana Media, Gurra, Njuz, Telma, Shutel, and Kanal Festa. The regulatory oversight confirmed that these broadcasters comply with the minimum staffing requirements laid down in the Rulebook.
In addition, regular programme supervisions were conducted over Radio Modea, Aleksandar Makedonski, Jehona, Super Radio, and Meff, focusing on compliance with rules governing the broadcasting of audio commercial communications, the organization of quizzes or other prize-based participation formats, the use of value-added telephone services and telephone voting, and the broadcasting of games of chance. Parallel regular administrative supervisions were also carried out over the same media outlets with regard to obligations concerning the publication of an Impressum, the provision of information that must be made available to users, and the identification of the broadcaster. The supervisions established that on 3 December Radio Jehona had failed to make the required user information available, while on the same day Radio Modea had aired audio commercial communications in four advertising blocks that misrepresented the nature and characteristics of the advertised service and encouraged behavior detrimental to health.
OPECNs
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Agency carried out regular programme supervision over the operator Total TV concerning its obligation to provide, within the programme package it retransmits, mandatory and free-of-charge access to the programme services of the public broadcasting service. The supervision also covered compliance with obligations related to the registration of programme services with the Agency and the subtitling of the programmes it retransmits. The supervision established that the operator had retransmitted several programme services that were not included in the programme service registration certificate issued by the Agency.
Print Media Publishers

With regard to compliance with the obligation to publish an impressum, the Agency carried out an ad hoc administrative supervision over the Kolor Media Plus Production, Trade, and Services Company from Skopje, publisher of the print media outlet The Economist. The supervision established that the print media outlet had fully complied with the obligation set out in Article 14, Paragraph 1 of the Law on Media.
Изречена мерка јавна опомена
Советот на Агенцијата на 24-та седница одржана на 25 декември, врз основа на констатации од редовен програмски надзор, на радиото Џез ФМ му изрече мерка јавна опомена поради неемитување на доброволно пријавениот процент домашна музика.  
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